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that he had wherewith to pay ; for had his circum-
stances been in the least perplexed, the man had
been undone; nay, as his affairs might have lain, he
might have been able to have paid forty shillings in
the pound, and yet have been obliged to shut up his
shop.

It is true, he worked through it, and carried it so
far as to fix the malice of all the reports pretty
much upon his first mistress, and particularly so far
as to discover that she was the great reason of his
being so positively rejected by the other; but he
could never fix it so upon her as to recover any da-
mages.

My inference from all this shall be very brief. If
the tongues of every ill-disposed envious person
may be thus mischievous to the tradesman, and he
is so much at the mercy of the slandering part of
the world, how much more should tradesmen be
cautious and wary how they touch or wound the
credit and character of one another! There are but
a very few tradesmen, who can say they are out of
the reach of slander, and that the malice of enemies
cannot hurt them with the tongue; here and there
one, and those ancient and well established, may be
able to defy the world; but there are so many
others, that I think I may warn all tradesmen
against making havoc of one another's reputation,
as they would be tenderly used in the same case.

And yet I cannot but say it is too much a
tradesman's crime to speak slightly and contemptibly
of other tradesmen their neighbours, or, perhaps
rivals in trade, and to run them down in the cha-
racters they give of them, when inquiry may be
made of them, as often is the case, when ignorant
people think to inform themselves of their circum-
stances, by going to those whose interest it is to de-
fame and run them down.